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BOREAL INSTITUYS 


PRINCE ALBERT, SASKATCHEWAN - Statistical Outline LIBRARY 
LOCATION: 53 10! N 105°47" W 
1,400 feet above sea level 
on the north branch of the Saskatchewan River, 25 


NAME: 


POPULATION: 


GROWTH: 


CLIMATE: 


MEDIA: 


ACCESS: 


MEDICAL: 
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miles west of the junction of the two branches 
384 miles southeast of Edmonton 


In honour of Prince Albert, Consort to Queen Victoria 


29,000 (1968 estimate) - of these, estimated labour 
force is 9,800 

26,269 (1966 - DBS) 

population of 50 mile area is 61,920, of which: 
29,050 are urban dwellers 

4,530 are vural dwellers 

20,040 Jive on farms 

traditionally the area of three Cree tribes: Wood, 
Plain & Willow 


fiusterOrte @stap lished on site in) 1860 
incorporated as a town in 1885 (pop. 600) 
incorporated as a city in 1904 (pop. 3,000) 


Jan. July Yearly 
mean temperature 
mean precipitation Lone 
; fo) 
highest temperature 91 F 
lowest temperature —4] °F 


mean number of frost-free days per year, 115 
averages 2,250 hours per year or 6 1/4 hours per 
day of bright sunshine 


Newspaper - Prince Albert Daily Herald 
- Prince Albert Weekly News 
Radio - CKBI radio, 10,000 watts 
Television - CKBI TV, microwave - has satellite 
stations in North Battleford, 
Nipawin and Greenwater 
Road =) Highwayseie2, 3, LL, 40; SapmandsjGe 


Reutl - CNR and CPR 
Air 5,200 ft. runway 
- served by TransAir, NorCanAir (Prince Albert 
based) 
- flights twice daily to Regina, Saskatoon and 
north 
- charter lines - NorCanAir and Athabasca Air- 
ways Ltd. 


new Victoria Union hospital complex - 250 beds 
has psychiatric facilities - additional 60 beds 
Holy Family Hospital - 150 beds 


JIeCoccons 
school of nursing aa 
3 homes for senior citizens we f} 73) 


12 dentists 
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EDUCATIONAL 
FACILITIES: 


WATER: 


primary - 12 public schools, 7 separate schools, 1 


orphanage and 2 convents 

secondary - 4 collegiates, 2 convents 

new educational complex planned for Division 4 

Provincial Training School for adult retarded 

private business college 

Bible Institute 

library - headquarters of first regional library in 
Saskatchewan, serving 50 branch libraries 
with over 80,000 books 


source - North Saskatchewan River 
treatment - chemical coagulation treatment using 
alum and lime sediment and sand filtration 
effluent 
treatment - none presently reported, but plans are 


underway for a sewage treatment plant 


PRINCE ALBERT 


Ine city of Prince Albert is located 112 miles due south of the 
geographical centre of the province. This is the boundary area 
between rich agricultural land to the south and the forest, lake 

and mineral area to the north. Originally a fur-trading settlement, 
the town prospered because of its central location. and access to 
transportation routes. Its prosperity grew with the increasing 


strength of the newly-formed province. Its economy at that time 

was largely based on the developing farm communities and on several 
lumbering operations. An ambitious hydro power gamble, the La Colle 
Falls project failed miserably, leaving the town with a huge debt 

of over $3 million that was not finally repaid until 1966. That 
fiasco coupled with the outbreak of war and the closing of a large 
lumber mill after a huge forest fire caused the population to drop 
from about 14,000 in 1913 to 6,438 in 1916. However, the population 
trend in the '20's and '30's was northward, and the city's central 
location caused many to settle there. In 1928 alone, over 4,000 
grants were registered for homesteads just north of the city on the 
site of the then defunct lumbering operations. With the addition 

of the CPR to the already established CNR lines, the city gradually 
regained its position of commercial and distribution centre for 
Northern Saskatchewan. 


The continued slow expansion into the '50's and '60's was a result 
not only of its position as service centre for the expanding mixed 
farming area which is the heaviest populated in the province but 
also because new access roads and seven branch rail lines to the 
north brought an increase of mineral exploration and development as 
well as an increased tourist trade. By its centennial year, 1966, 
the City of Prince Albert paid off its long-standing debt, and 
completed negotiations for the new pulp mill. 


The city has been a government centre since the first Land Office was 
opened in 1881. It is now the northern administrative centre for the 
Department of Natural Resources. About twenty branches of the pro- 
vincial government are located in the community. 


The city itself operates under the commissioner form of government: 
the 2 commissioners being the elected mayor and the city commissioner 
who is appointed by council. Public school, separate school and 
collegiate boards are elected. 


There are extensive recreational facilities in Prince Albert and in 
the surrounding area. The city has a full-time recreation department 
to co-ordinate programmes with various community centre groups. As 
well as swimming, bowling, tennis and curling facilities, there is 

an 18-hole golf course right in the city. Several parks and a wild- 
life exhibit centre provide a reminder of the city's natural setting. 


Of the 23 established industries in Prince Albert, the brewery has 
attracted some international recognition. Its Bohemian beer won a 
gold medal for excellence at the 1967 and 1968 beer competitions in 
Brussels, as well as a gold medal in the "Brewing Olympics" in West 
Germany! The brewery apparently uses a unique krausening process 
which involves two natural fermentation stages instead of one. 
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Information put out by the city lists 49 firms in Prince Albert 

employing over 25 employees each. This includes the local federal 
penetentiary with a staff of 260 and an inmate population of about 
700. The construction industry is served by about 50 general and 


trade contractors. The other service needs are handled by a further 
40 firms. 


PRINCE ALBERT PULP COMPANY 


Negotiations for the Prince Albert Pulp Company were between Premier 
Ross Thatcher and Parsons and Whittemore of New York, a group which 

controls a multi-million dollar empire with marketing organizations 

in Europe. They own 704 of the development. 


The mill, said to be a $65 million installation, began production in 
July, 1968. Two months later it achieved full bleaching of kraft 
softwood. The annual production is expected to exceed 250,000 tons 
per year. The project provides direct employment for about 350 
people and work for another 600 engaged in pulpwood cutting and 
hauling. 


The operation will consume 80,000 tons of chemicals annually (most 
of it produced in the province); 8,500,000 cubic feet of natural 
gas daily; 36 million gallons of water per day and 1,500,000 gallons 
of petroleum products annually. 


There are now tentative plans for establishment of a sawmill in 
association with the pulp plant within the next 2 or 3 years. This 
would provide employment for an additional 60 men, and require an 
investment of about $3 million. 
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